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National Medical Services (NMS) 



OFPA – Home Page



Find Naloxone



OFPA – Home Page



How to Query the Datasets
Step 1: Choose “View Overdose Death Data”



How to Query the Datasets
Step 2: Select County(s) and load data set. 

*Counties will have variable years of data



How to Query the Datasets
Step 3: Choose Desired Years



OverdoseFreePA 
Demographic Dashboard



OverdoseFreePA 
Overdoses by Resident and Incident Zip Code



OverdoseFreePA 
Overdoses by Zip Code

Allegheny Allegheny and Westmoreland



OverdoseFreePA 
Last “Static Page” – Editable Data Charts

Choose “Edit Chart”



OverdoseFreePA 
Last “Static Page” – Editable Data Charts



OverdoseFreePA 
Example - Acetyl Fentanyl and Despripionyl Fentanyl Query



OverdoseFreePA 
Example - Acetyl Fentanyl,Despripionyl Fentanyl Query, and Furanyl Fentanyl



Allegheny County
Overview



Allegheny County 
2018 Data—Total



Allegheny County
2018 Data—Resident Zip Codes



Allegheny County
Zip Code with Highest Number of Overdoses (2018)

15212 = 24 Overdose Deaths in 2018 Brighton Heights



Allegheny County 
Age Breakdown

2017 2018



Allegheny County 
Top Ten Drugs 2018



Allegheny County 
Heroin vs. Fentanyl

= Fentanyl = Heroin



Butler County 
Top Ten Drugs (2018) + AC (Insert)

AC – (2018)



Ethanol as Overdose Drug

2008 – 2019 (4,102)

2014 (306)

2019 (32)



Pennsylvania Opioid & Benzodiazepine 
prescriptions fall while MAT treatment rises



Pennsylvania
Prescription Opioids vs. Fentanyl



The Future? Ten scenarios - VOX

Ten Year Projection of Opioid Overdose Deaths



Where are we going from here? 

Worst Cast Scenario Best Cast Scenario



• The best-case projection has fatal overdoses falling below 22,000 a 
year by 2027. But experts say reaching that level would require a 
major public investment in evidence-based treatment options and a 
concerted push among medical providers to control pain with non-
narcotic therapies before trying prescription opioids

• By contrast, federal officials estimate that opioid abuse drains 
nearly $80 billion a year8 from the American economy because 
of expenses tied to health care, criminal justice, and lost 
productivity.

• The worst case scenario for opioid deaths forecast for 2027 is 
40,652. The forecasted change is 23% since 2015 when it was 
33,091.
This curve assumes opioid deaths increase until a combination of 
increased naloxone access, decreased prescription opioids, and 
increased treatment lowers fatal overdoses

https://www.statnews.com/2017/06/27/opioid-deaths-forecast/

Scenarios for the Future

https://healthcare.utah.edu/healthlibrary/related/doc.php?type=6&id=714931
https://www.statnews.com/2017/06/27/opioid-deaths-forecast/


Drug Diversity



Drug Diversity
Overdose Death Increase Follows Increase in Drug 
Diversity



Ketamine
Benefits and Risks

• Ketamine has shown clinical effectiveness for relieving treatment-resistant 
depression

• Within 40 minutes after a single infusion of ketamine, treatment-resistant 
depressed bipolar disorder patients experienced restored pleasure-seeking 
behavior that lasted up to 14 days (Lally et al., 2014)

• Ketamine has a history of recreational use and is a candidate for diversion

• Ketamine’s effects act through interactions with the glutamate and opioid 
receptor systems in the brain



Ketamine
Presence in Pennsylvania Overdoses



Gabapentin
Benefits and Risks

• Gabapentin is an anticonvulsant medication used to treat seizures and 
neuropathic pain

• ”Gabbies” are increasingly misused for euphoric recreational effects, typically 
alongside opioids, benzodiazepines, and alcohol (Smith et al., 2016)

• 49% higher overdose rate among gabapentin + opioid prescriptions  than with 
opioids alone (Gomes et al., 2017)



Gabapentin
History

1993

Initial FDA approval for 

treatment of partial seizures.

2016

United States’ 10th most 

commonly prescribed 

medication.

2004

(1) FDA approval for  treatment of post-

herpetic neuralgia pain.

(2) Generic gabapentin available (Neurontin® 

patent expired).

2000

FDA approval for partial 

seizure in children from 3–12 

years old.



Gabapentin
Presence in Pennsylvania Overdoses



Loperamide
Benefits and Risks

• Sold over the counter as oral treatment for diarrhea which works as a 
peripheral opioid and does not affect the brain at normal doses

• Increased restrictions on Rx opioids may prompt some users to use loperamide 
as an over-the-counter withdrawal treatment—“The poor person’s 
methadone”) (MacDonald et al., 2015)

• Several reports of sometimes-fatal cardiotoxicity due to high-dose loperamide 
misuse have been published (Egglestone et al., 2016; Mukarram et al., 2016)



Loperamide
Presence in Pennsylvania Overdoses



National Medical Services (NMS) 



National Medical Services (NMS)



National Medical Services (NMS) 



National Medical Services (NMS) 
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Thank you! Questions are Welcome



Allegheny County 
Overdoses over Time



Kratom
• Kratom is a tropical tree (Mitragyna speciosa) native to Southeast 

Asia, with leaves that contain compounds that can have psychotropic 
(mind-altering) effects.

• A new study from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) found that kratom was a cause of death in nearly 100 people 
over a 17-month period -- a higher number than previously reported.

• dropped a plan to classify it as a controlled substance after public outcry in 
2016.



Methamphetamine



• On Wednesday and Thursday (August 15 and August 16), more than 
85 people in New Haven, Connecticut, overdosed on synthetic 
cannabinoids. In Washington, DC, last month, more than 300 people 
overdosed on the drugs, commonly called K2 or Spice, with similar 
cases reported in Baltimore, Brooklyn, and Los Angeles

http://www.courant.com/breaking-news/hc-br-new-haven-ods-20180815-story.html


Allegheny County 
Heroin vs. Fentanyl

2008-2017 2017



OverdoseFreePA 
Fentanyl Query



Allegheny County
Prescription Opioids vs. Fentanyl


